
AUSTRALIAN CHARITIES AND NOT FOR PROFIT COMMISSION 

ACNC - WHO ARE RESPONSIBLE PEOPLE? 

Responsible People are the members of the governing body – those directing or guiding the 

strategic direction of the charity. These people will be responsible for ensuring that the charity 

is solvent (ie can pay all its bills) and is well run and delivering the charitable outcomes. So for 

a congregation of the Uniting Church this is generally the Church Council. 

The above is found in the table at this webpage: 

https://www.acnc.gov.au/tools/factsheets/responsible-people-board-or-committee-members 

 

ACNC - WHO ARE AUTHORISED PEOPLE? 

An Authorised Person is someone who holds a position in a charity that gives them authority 

to declare and “sign” documents for the charity such as a CEO or CFO or Lawyer or Accountant. 

https://www.acnc.gov.au/tools/topic-guides/authorised-person 

 

THE ACNC NEEDS TO BE NOTIFIED OF THE FOLLOWING CHANGES  

Charities legal name, service address, responsible people and the governing document. 

The ACNC needs to be notified within 60 days for small charities (ie with an income less than 

$500,000) 

https://www.acnc.gov.au/for-charities/manage-your-charity/notifying-acnc 

 

BASIC RELIGIOUS CHARITY 

https://www.acnc.gov.au/manage-my-charity-type/basic-religious-charities 

A charity must meet all six of the criteria to be a Basic Religious Charity. The six criteria can be found at 

the above link. You need to make sure your church has only ONE sub type which is “advancing religion”. 

Your Annual Information Statement will show the following if you have answered the questions correctly 

and then you will not need to provide your financial statements regardless of the charities size. 
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AUSTRALIAN TAXATION OFFICE  

The following sections are taken from this webpage: 

https://www.ato.gov.au/Non-profit/Your-organisation/Changes-to-your-organisation/ 
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